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I have three main research projects ongoing. The first is to collect, code, and compare campaign material for local elec-
tions (gubernatorial, mayoral, and legislative), with particular focus on coordinating on policy issues within parties across
national and local levels. The second is to investigate ideas and ideologies at municipal level on issues such as decentraliza-
tion, depopulation, local democracy reform, and NIMBY. The third is an ongoing project to explain regional strongholds for
statewide parties and why territorial factors persist in electoral competition.

In terms of education, | have been expanding in new directions. | am currently instructing a PhD candidate working on
ideas behind the establishment of the Meiji local government system through a historical institutionalist approach. And form
this autumn, | will be accepting a research student working on comparative decentralization. |1 am also designing and will of-
fer a new undergraduate course on local government in comparative perspective that will look at the origins and evolution of
modern local government systems in unitary and federal states, introducing in accessible format key comparative theories in
the field.
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» “Selling the Idea of Local Power: Decentralization Reforms Since the 1990s” in Power in Contemporary Japan (pp.
219-238) Palgrave Macmillan, London.
« “Regional Inequality in 2014: Urgent Issue, Tepid Election”in Pekkanen R. J., Reed S. R., Scheiner E. (eds) Japan
Decides 2014. Palgrave Macmillan, London
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* Local Politics and National Policy: Multi-level Policy Conflicts in Japan and Beyond. Routledge, Abingdon.
@115k 30 4F &
e
* “Intergovernmental Relations in Japan: Local Government Participation in National Policy Making”in Farazmand, A.
(ed.) Global Encyclopedia of Public Administration, Public Policy, and Governance (2018) Springer Link.
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« Hijino, K. V. (2019). Winds, Fevers and Floaty Voters. eds. Funabashi, Yoichi. & Ikenberry, John. The Crisis of
Liberal Internationalism: Japan and the World Order, Brookings Institution Press.






